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enemy and showing themselves worthy descendants
of those warriors who, on the battlefields of Flanders
or on the virgin soil of America, gained glory and
fame for Spain/'
In the second place, the restoration of the
monarchy in the form which its advocates expect it
to take, Would have a constitutional as well as ~a
formal significance.
The monarchy is canvassed as a distinct alterna-
tive to an absolute dictatorship. In the proposed
constitution, the King would hold the supreme
power, but would be able to exercise it only through
the medium of a Prime Minister, who would, in
effect, be absolute so long as he retained his office,
But if the King ultimately disapproved of his
Prime Minister's person or policy, he would be
empowered to replace him. The idealists believe
that, with this scheme, no Prime Minister could
govern improperly, for fear of incurring the
monarch's displeasure and so losing his position*
Presumably they postulate altruism and complete
incorruptibility both in the monarch they would
choose and in the line of his descendants. Their
idea is not far removed from the historic belief that
a monarch, as divine representative of his people,
is born with the inspiration to cherish his people's
best interests above all else. The danger inherent
in such a constitution would be the possibility that
in a future generation, an irresponsible monarch
might abuse his great power. On the other hand,